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Fall Season Recap 

 

Wow! What a fall! Here’s a look at the season “by the numbers”: 
320:  Athletes in the Rec program 
193:  Games played in the Rec program 
33:  Volunteer Parent Coaches and Assistant Coaches 
23:  CT Cup games played by Newtown U11-U15 travel teams 
5:  U11-U15 Travel teams in the district playoffs (top four in their division) 
1:  Travel team in the CT Cup Finals 
1:  Travel team winning the South West District A Division Championship 
A huge thank you to our parents, coaches, and referees for everything you do to give 
the kids a great soccer experience! 
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Coaching Spotlight: Dan Sailer 
Dan Sailer (right), is a Newtown resident, Coach, and proud NSC Dad 
of two former players. He has been both a volunteer rec coach and a 
travel coach in his 13 years with the club. This photo is him with his 
first team.  

Dan’s children: “Jesse is my oldest, she’s 23. She participated in the 
club for 9 years of rec and travel, 4 of those on the high school travel 
team. Katie, 19, participated in 7 years of travel and 4 years of rec and 
continued to play for Newtown High School. It was because of their 
involvement that I got back into soccer.” 

Dan’s Soccer Experience: “I started out playing rec soccer in Wilton 
for 6 seasons starting in 4th grade. It was a little different back then. We 
had new teams each season, and it was co-rec.  At the time there weren’t many girls playing soccer, so it 
wasn’t uncommon to have teams with 1 or 2 girls on it. It wasn’t until college that I got back into soccer, 
playing for the college club team and my fraternity team. It was also the time of my first foray into 
coaching as I coached a boys 5th /6th grade team. We won the league title that season. It would be 
another 19 years before I got back into playing on a regular basis when I joined the Newtown Adult pick 
up league. Since then, I’ve been non-stop with either playing soccer, coaching soccer, or organizing 
summer scrimmages for the younger travel teams that I coach that are open to all to join.” 

Best Part about Coaching Youth: “Foremost, the interaction with the kids. I can’t stress that enough. 
They keep you young and they teach you patience. A lot of patience. There is something exciting about 
tasking oneself with the job of turning a group of athletes into a unified team and seeing the results of 
that effort every weekend come game time. Coaching is teaching, and teaching is a very satisfying 
undertaking. Anything worth doing is worth doing well. I try to instill in my players the love of the game, 
to strive to be the best, and to always remember that they represent the great town of Newtown.” 

Favorite memories from coaching:  “One is memories of the divisional and tournament 
championships. Seeing the joy and excitement the kids have when they know they’ve won it all. For me, it 
validates the drills, the hard work and the philosophy of what we’ve worked on in practice. Another is 
when I was asked to attend a high school graduation for a player that I coached 4 years prior. When I 
received a call from a past player who was struggling during a high school season and needed words of 
support. Her mom couldn’t help her and told her, “why don’t you call coach?” Knowing that you made an 
impact in a player’s life that they feel that they can call on you years later. Soccer and sport foster 
friendships. Some that last longer than your playing years.” 

Dan is currently coaching the U11 Girls Travel team. Thank you, Dan, for sharing your passion 
and commitment with the players of Newtown Soccer! 
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Winter Updates 
Travel Soccer  

The Newtown Soccer Club travel teams once again competed in the Connecticut Junior Soccer 
Association’s Southwest District (swdcjsa.org) as well as the Connecticut Cup, a state-wide single 
elimination tournament for ages U11 and up. Many teams also played in the Bethel Columbus Day 
Tournament,  earning Newtown 5 division championships (Boys U11, Boys U13, Girls U11, GIrls U12, 
and Girls U13). Here are some additional notable achievements: 

● The Girls U13 team (pictured at right), lead by Coach Ryan 
Lyddy, swept 10-0 in league play, earning the Championship title 
after defeating Wilton 2-0 in the conference finals.  

● The Boys U12 team, coached by Gil Hokayma, had a strong 
season, making it to the semi-finals of the CT Cup and the A 
division conference finals. 

● The Boys U13 team (pictured on first page), coached by Nick 
Booth,  advanced all the way to the CT Cup Finals (out of 48 
teams) and to the semi-finals of conference play.  

● The Girls U11 team, coached by Dan Sailer, finished league play 
in the top of their division and were champions of the Bethel 
Columbus Day Tournament. 

● All three U9 and U10 teams are off to a good start in league play (standings are not kept at 
these age groups as they are considered developmental).  

Rec Soccer 

Over 300 players were on the pitch this fall! This couldn’t be possible 
without the help of the parent coaches who volunteer their time and 
energy to make soccer fun! Thank you to everyone on the sidelines 
as well for your continued support.  A special thanks to members of 
the High School Girls Soccer team for working with the youngest 
players in our developmental program.  

Coaches and potential future coaches, please keep your eyes out for 
optional coaching clinics over the winter, hosted by one of our 
Coaching Directors, Gil Hokayma.  Thank you! 
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Winter Training for Travel and U7/U8 Rec -  Last call for registration for Winter Training! Registration 
closes January 5th.  Registration includes the very fun and very  popular in-house tournaments!  Visit 
our website for information and to register.  We are also offering a U7/U8 developmental training, 
coached by Gil Hoykayma. Please see website for details. 

NSC Scholarships Applications to be Available this Spring - Every year, the Newtown Soccer Club 
awards monetary scholarships to Newtown senior(s) who have been involved with the club. 
Application information will be available in the Spring via email and our website.  

Spring Rec Registration Open Soon - Does your child have a friend who is interested in soccer but 
could not play in the fall? Registration for Spring will be open soon. (Remember if your child played in 
the fall, the spring season is included and you don’t have to register again.) 

New Referee Training Opening January 15th - The Connecticut State Referee Program will open 
registration for new ref training on January 15th. Please visit ctreferee.net for instructions on the 
Grassroots Training Program. All applicants must be 13 years old at the time of registration.   

NSC Board News 

The next Board Meetings will be January 14th and February 10th, 6:00-7:00pm in the new Community 
Center.  All are welcome. 
 
NSC Mission: 
The mission of Newtown Soccer Club is to provide a safe and positive environment within which the children 
in our program can learn. Our goal is to deliver an inspiring soccer learning and game-time experience that 
creates a culture of intelligent, skilled and confident soccer players. 
 
Get social with us: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/newtownsoccer/?ref=settings 
Instagram: @newtownsoccerclubct 
#newtownsoccerclub 
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